Marion County Farm Bureau

Board of Directors Meeting – February 20, 2013
MINUTES

Vice President Troy Hadley called the meeting to order at 6:32 p.m.  A quorum was present:


BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT  

Troy Hadley, Vice President

Bob Dettwyler

Dan Goffin

Roger Dejager

Jeff Butsch

Scott Miller

Brenda Kirsch 
Joe Sherman

Connie Young


Not Present:

President John Zielinski, Excused
Kathleen Carl, Excused 
Greg Bennett, Excused 

 Guests:

Chad Freeman, President, SEDCOR
Anita Kennedy, Regional Manager, Country 
    Financial

Paul Massey
Dan Heibel, OFB

Lon Young

Bruce Chapin

 Staff:

        Mike McLaran

        Jessica Carpenter

        Genoa Ingram

Guest Input

Chad Freeman, President, SEDCOR, provided information on his background as well as an overview of SEDCOR’s objectives for managing expansion and growing jobs.  Board members discussed with Chad the various factors impacting business in Oregon, including tax policies and regulatory issues.
Anita Kennedy, Regional Manager, Country Financial, provided background on her transition from Lane County to the Marion/Polk County area.  MCFB dues structure, incentives and benefits were discussed.  
Minutes and Financials
The Board reviewed the minutes of the January 16, 2013 meeting.
MOTION:  Moved by Dan Goffin and seconded by Roger Dejager to approve the minutes of the January 16 minutes as amended.  Motion passed.  
Staff reviewed the financial statements, noting that the budget had been incorporated into the “Profit and Loss Budget verses Actual” document, allowing the budget to be tracked on a month-to-month basis.  
MOTION:  Moved by Dan Goffin and seconded by Bob Dettwyler to approve the financial report as submitted.  Motion passed. 
Budget
Staff reviewed the amended 2013 budget which contains minor adjustments to reflect recent expenditures.  

MOTION:  Moved by Dan Goffin and seconded by Bob Dettwyler to approve the amended budget as submitted.   Motion passed. 

March Agenda Items
Vice President Hadley discussed Board member schedules and the possibility of moving the March meeting date.  

MOTION:  Moved by Roger Dejager and seconded by Brenda Kirsch to move the March meeting up one week to the 13th.  Motion passed.

Old Business
CPR Classes Staff reported that two CPR classes had been scheduled for March 12 and 15 in Brooks, and for the 18th in Jefferson.  No Spanish speaking instructor had been identified but a list of those interested in that option was being maintained.
Ag Banquet   Connie Young reported that the speaker had been excellent.  Board members who attended felt it was a worthwhile event. 

New Business
1000 Friends Dinner   Vice President Hadley provided information about the “1000 Friends of Oregon's Tom McCall Legacy Gala” on March 1, 2013 and asked Board members to indicate if they were available to attend. 

Bylaws   Board members requested additional time to review the Bylaws.  Dan Goffin pointed out that the Bylaws do not permit service on such boards as fire or water districts.  Dan Heibel noted that there was a template for Bylaw documents which he offered to forward.  
Action Item:  Vice President Hadley offered to send a more current version of the Bylaws in electronic format. 

Bruce Chapin asked that the Board consider giving the OFB representative on the Board a vote since that individual attends monthly.  Current MCFB Bylaws do not permit the representative to be a voting member.  Vice President Hadley reported that President Zielinski had suggested eliminating the requirement for regional representation. Vice President Hadley asked Board members to note revisions on their Bylaw copies to discuss at the March meeting. 

Action Item:  Staff was asked to send the Bylaws out a second time to the Board.

Public Policy/Legislative Updates    
· Canola   Vice Chair Hadley reported that the Senate Environment and Natural Resources Committee had held an information hearing on the canola issue which featured an overview by the Oregon Department of Agriculture.  No hearings are scheduled to date on the three bills:  SB 432, SB 433 and HB 2427.   Bruce Chapin reported that the OFB had taken an oppose position on all three bills. 

MOTION:  Moved by Brenda Kirsch add seconded by Connie Young to oppose SB 432, SB 433 and HB 2427.  Motion passed.  

Action Item:  Brenda Kirsch will collaborate with staff to draft letters of opposition.

· Mining in EFU Zones  Board members discussed HB 2201 (relating to reclamation of mining operations on EFU land), and HB 2202 (prohibits conditional approval of mining permits for mining of tracts of land in the Willamette Valley that are zoned EFU).  Bruce Chapin requested letters of support for HB 2202 to the members of the House Committee on Land Use.
MOTION:  Moved by Dan Goffin and seconded by Bob Dettwyler to send a letter of support for HB 2202 to the members of the House Committee on Land Use, with copies to Marion County legislators.  Motion passed.
MOTION:  Moved by Dan Goffin and seconded by Bob Dettwyler to prepare a letter of support for HB 2201 to the members of the House Committee on Land Use, with copies to Marion County legislators, and hold the letter until needed.  Motion passed.

Action Item:  Bruce Chapin asked Mike McLaran to contact Rep. Cameron (R-Salem) to seek support for HB 2202.  Mike asked that OFB provide a definition for “reasonable alternative” since that question is certain to be asked.
· Dundee Bypass  Brenda Kirsch discussed HB 2696, which allows the Oregon  Department  of  Transportation  to  approve  a toll-way  project  proposed  by  private  entity  if certain  conditions  are  met.   
MOTION:  Moved by Dan Goffin and seconded by Bob Dettwyler to send a letter to the House Transportation and Economic Development Committee, with copies to Marion County legislators, opposing HB 2696.  Motion passed.

· Wetlands   Brenda Kirsch discussed HB 2173, relating to wetlands restoration on EFU land.   

MOTION:  Moved by Dan Goffin and seconded by Roger Dejager to send a letter to the House Committee on Land Use, with copies to Marion County legislators, in support of HB 2173.  Motion passed.
· Tax on Personal Property   Dan Heibel reported on HB 2504, regarding assessment of personal property at 100 percent of real market value. 
MOTION:  Moved by Dan Goffin and seconded by Bob Dettwyler to oppose HB 2504.  Motion passed.
OFB Advisory Committees   
Ag Production and Transportation   Brenda Kirsch provided a reported that, in addition to canola, SB 217 (relating to a water rights fees), green purchasing preferences, HB 2175 and HB 2532 (relating to labeling requirements for GMOs) were also discussed.  Oregonians for Food and Shelter is supporting a bill reinforcing that all GMOs to be controlled at the state level rather than the county level.  
Water Committee:  Bob Dettwyler reported that Katie Fast had met to provide overviews of HB 2258 (relating authority of the Water Resources Department), HB 2259 (relating to fees charged by the Water Resources Department), HB 2516 (relating to conservation education), and SB 5048 (the budget bill for the Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board.) 

Aggregate Committee:  No further report.
Committee Reports
Tractor Safety:  No additional report.

Financial Review: Bob Dettwyler reported that Doug and Zack Kramer and Roger Dejager met to review expenditures from January 1, 2011 to present.  
Action Item:  Staff was asked to draft an Audit Committee Report. 
Membership Committee:  Bob Dettwyler reported that there were potential members that should be solicited for membership and reported that the Committee recommends two farmers be identified per area for the purpose of soliciting new members.  
Action Item:  Staff was asked to mail lists of paid and non-paid membership lists to the Board.  

OFB District 15 Representative’s Report

Bruce Chapin reported that the OFB Board meeting is scheduled to meet February 27 and 28.  Farm Stand Board
Important Dates: 

· March 15 – Deadline for MCFB Scholarship
· March 19 – Ag Day at the Capitol

· April 22 – Deadline to volunteer for Ag Fest 

YF&R 
Brenda Kirsch provided a report on the meeting with Ferrero Rocher Chocolates.  There was a state meeting in La Pine which was attended by Barry Bushue who had advocated for a suggested social media plan.  YF&R will participate in the FFA booth at Oregon State Fair.  Brenda reported that she had also attended Legislative Day sponsored by Women’s Committee and had met with Sen. Jeff  Kruse (R-Douglas County).  She also reported that she had just returned from the YF&R trip to Phoenix and there had been nine attendees from Oregon.  One of the speakers had been an Admiral in the Navy who had provided a presentation on leadership.  The next meeting is in March and will include a trip to NORPAC or National Food Company sometime in March.

OFB Staff Report

Dan Heibel presented the 2012 Agro Award Certificate to MCFB and commended that OFB appreciates the financial oversight taken by the Budget Committee.  He also updated the Board on recent staff changes and explained that, due to fewer staff members, eight more counties had been added to his portfolio resulting in attendance at MCFB meetings every other month only.   Dan also reported on a new agreement between Country Financial and Oregon Farm Bureau whereby Country Financial would take over the billing for associate members.  This agreement is in the trial faze and Dan asked MCFB if they would be willing to try it out.  He also provided a report on usage of the Ronald McDonald House and noted that there was a new version of the OFB Bylaws.  
Women’s Advisory

Connie Young reported that she had not attended Ronald McDonald House.  She added that she would like to purchase trifold booth display to have on hand for events and promotion. 
Other

Bob Dettwyler and Dan Goffin reported on farm families that had suffered losses, including Board member Greg Bennett, who had recently lost his mother.  

MOTION:  Moved by Bob Dettwyler and seconded by Dan Goffin to donate $25 to the Hospice Foundation suggested by the Bennett family, along with a card to the family.  Motion passed.
MOTION:  Moved by Dan Goffin and seconded by Bob Dettwyler to send a card to the Bishop and Maders families.  Motion passed.
Next Meeting

The next meeting is scheduled for March 13, 2013, in Salem.

Adjourn

There was no further business and the meeting was adjourned at 9:23 p.m.
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