Marion County Farm Bureau

Board of Directors Meeting – May 15, 2013
MINUTES

President John Zielinski called the meeting to order at 6:32 p.m. and led the Board in prayer.  A quorum was present:


BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT  

John Zielinski, President

Troy Hadley

Kathleen Carl 
Bob Dettwyler

Dan Goffin

Roger Dejager

Brenda Kirsch 

Not Present/Excused:


    Don Butsch

Scott Miller 
Joe Sherman 
Connie Young


Guests:

Chuck Adams

Molly Pearmine-McCarger

Austin Chapin
Stuart Olson

Staff:

        Jessica Carpenter

        Genoa Ingram
Guest Input

Adopt a Farmer Program  Molly Pearmine-McCarger, Pearmine Farms and Agri-Business Counsel of Oregon, provided an overview of the Adopt a Farmer program.  Molly reported that the purpose of the program is to establish a connection between middle school children and the farming community.  Board member Brenda Kirsch is a participant in the program.  MCFB Board members were invited to attend a breakfast event, Eggs for Education, on June 6, 8:00 a.m. at Well Springs in Woodburn.  Staff was asked to send a reminder to the Board along with the link to the 
“Adopt a Farmer” Video on Agri-Business Website at http://www.aglink.org/programs/adoptvideo.php.
Healthy Communities Initiative   Chuck Adams, Newmedia, provided an overview of his company, which focuses on the use of modern technology to assist pro-business and free enterprise candidates.  He explained that Healthy Communities was formed to assemble statewide voter files which track and communicate with pro-business clients with websites.  The project was started in Lane County primarily from the timber industry and is a strategy being duplicated in the Marion County area.  It operates as a not-for-profit (c)(4) and provides institutional resources.  The Salem Area Chamber of Commerce, the HomeBuilders and other pro-business entities are members.
Minutes and Financials
The Board reviewed the minutes of the April 17, 2013 meeting.
MOTION:  Moved by Dan Goffin and seconded by Roger Dejager to approve the minutes of the April 17 minutes as presented.  Motion passed.  
Staff presented a financial overview along with the financial statements, noting that the Association is trending slightly behind in income but on track with regard to expenses.  Membership dues are at 60 percent of the year and the CPR classes were slightly more than budgeted.
MOTION:  Moved by Dan Goffin and seconded by Brenda Kirsch to approve the financial report as submitted.  Motion passed. 
Membership Approvals
Board members reviewed the following membership applications:  
John and Laura Annen
Lee and Jeanette Schurter 

Dave and Lorraine Martin

George and Marlene Meyer
MOTION:  Moved by Dan Goffin and seconded by Troy Hadley to approve the new members.  Motion passed. 

Old Business
Bylaws   Staff reviewed the incorporated Bylaws changes as suggested at the April meeting.  The Board suggested the following additional edits: 

· Clarification that members may seek additional terms after they have been off the Board for a minimum of one year (Article 5, Section 5.3 (f)); 
· In the event a viable candidate cannot be located, a Board member may serve beyond the term limit by approval of a two-thirds majority of the Board; (Article 5, Section 5.3 (f));
· The Regional Director shall be a voting member of the Board. (Article 5, Section 5.2);
· Rewrite the first paragraph of the Bylaws (Article I – Purpose) – Kathleen will draft.
Mayor’s Task Force   John Zielinski reported that Mayor Anna Peterson had been advised that similar efforts were being implemented in Eugene and Portland.  Because such project encompass a sixty mile radius, it did not make sense to expend additional fund.  However, Marion County could serve as a clearinghouse.  
Scholarship Criteria   Staff reported that question had arisen regarding how firm MCFB is with regard to areas of study for scholarships.  Board members discussed opening up the criteria to include other areas of study such as business, accounting, timber management or other areas that would serve them in farming. Board members discussed opening eligibility to non-members.

MOTION:  Moved by Troy Hadley and seconded by Kathleen Carl to sponsor one ag-related scholarship and one non-ag-related scholarship, open to MCFB members only.  Motion passed.   
Scholarships will be advertised in the newsletter and with Marion County local high schools.

New Business
Merkley/SchraderMeetings   Brenda Kirsch and John Zielinski provided an overview of their meetings with U.S. Senator Jeff Merkley and Congressman Kurt Schrader.  The Senator was supportive of Farm Bureau positions on immigration, hot goods, and the ag bill.  John also discussed an article he had prepared for the newsletter regarding how to proceed if visited by an inspector.  Congressman Schrader expressed support on many of the same issues.              
Common Sense Oregon   The Board discussed a request for contribution to Common Sense Oregon to support a new initiative aimed at reducing the inheritance tax.  

MOTION: Moved by Troy Hadley and seconded by Roger Dejager to send a letter indicating that while MCFB supports the concept, we are unable to commit resources at this time.  Motion passed.

BBQ/Potluck   Staff reported on efforts to plan a BBQ/Potluck event and asked the Board for date preferences.  Board members agreed to set the date for June 29.  Staff will proceed with planning.
Annual
Meeting   The Board agreed to the second week of November.   Staff was asked to secure bids for venues.
OFB Advisory Committees   
There were no reports. 
Committee Reports
Financial Review:  Staff presented a draft letter recapping the financial audit.  By consensus, the Board approved the letter which will go in the financial file.  

OFB District 15 Representative’s Report

No report.  Austin Chapin asked Board members to submit issues for next month’s report.  

YF&R – Brenda Kirsch reported that there had not been much activity in the past month but planning is in progress.  John suggested including YF&R in the BBQ/Potluck. 
OFB Staff Report

No report.

Women’s Advisory

No report. 
Other

John Zielinski reported on the Bridge plan.

Next Meeting

The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, June 19, 2013, in Salem.

Adjourn

There was no further business and the meeting was adjourned at 8:54 p.m.

MCFB Board of Directors

May 15, 2013



Page 3

