Marion County Farm Bureau
“Bringing Value to our Members”

Board Meeting:  April 17, 2013 – 6:30 pm

Meeting is open to all MCFB members and guests

Location:  Country Financial

2150 Country Drive S – Salem, OR
Agenda
Call to Order @ 6:35pm
John Zielinski, Troy Hadley, Brenda Kirsch, Scott Miller, Roger DeJager, Connie Young, Bob Dettwyler, Dan Goffin, Kathleen Carl,  Jeff Butsch 
Guests: Lon Young, Dan Heibel, Sean Conner, Ian 
Excused: Greg Bennett, Joseph Sherman

In Memory of Mike McLaran – President Zielinski shared with Board about the 
6:35
Consent Agenda

a. Minutes of March 13, 2013 Meeting – Motion to approve minutes with addition of note about non-approval of voting members and addition of Kathleen Carl in attendance, moved by Troy to accept with change, 2nd Roger DeJager with changes.  
b. Financial Report – Moved by Bob, 2nd by Connie to accept as presented. 
Introduction of Sean Conner with Country Financial, staff provided quick update on upcoming changes to Associate Member Billing that will be going through Country Financial and should look the same as it does now but provide some savings due to combined mailing.  This program is expected to roll out in June this year.  

Board discussed the option of a Marion County Farm Bureau producing its own brochure to provide to Country Financial to promote MCFB special dues structure and ensure all agents know.  
6:40
Membership approvals (if any) –
Juan Estaban – no farm indicated – farms Christmas Trees – supporting approval – not voting 
Julia Doermann – no farm indicated – vegetable crop - supporting approval – not voting 

Joe Eder – Legacy Farms – approved as voting 
Jacob Brueckner – no farm indicated – cattle/calves – supporting approval – not voting 
Moved by Dan to approve, Bob 2nd, motion passed unanimously.  

6:45
Old Business:
a. Legislative/Government Relations Update

i. Ian Tolleson, OFB – Halfway mark- House Chamber & Senate Chamber – committees are moving bills to 2nd chamber as tomorrow is the deadline.  Many will die tomorrow and will move to committees for further negotiation.  
i. GMO Crops – all moved to Ways & Means to be negotiated.  Not ideal but OFB will continue to work these bills through the remainder of session.

ii. SB 633 – moved to house to be negotiated.  

iii. Labor – SB 573 is now dead – would have allowed employee to file wage claim against employer that would put a lien on employer personal property.  
ii. Testimony on Toll Road and Paid Sick Leave legislation – John Zielinski 
i. Update from Brenda on Coastal Bypass – John and Brenda both testified against the bill that provided imminent domain, Ian with OFB also testified against it.  It was killed in the committee and is not going any further.  
ii. Update from John on Paid Sick Leave – farm bureau is opposed to this and John testified against it due to the constraints of farming with weather and crops that would potentially harm businesses with employees decide to use a sick day rather than potentially work on an undesirable weather day. 

iii. Mayor’s Forum:  Ag Incubator – John Zielinski 
i. Mayor Peterson hired a consultant to see if Marion County would be a good area for incubator for new ag related business.  Consultant determined that Salem is not the ideal location because there is something both in Eugene and Portland and it would not be an ideal economic investment and provide the desired outcome.  Task Force is having one or two more meetings to discuss and will likely come to a close at that time. 
iv. Marion County Commission Update – Genoa Ingram
i. Genoa met with Patti Milne to discuss new role with Marion County Farm Bureau and discussed the issues that are important to Marion County. 

1. Toll Road – not only suggest imminent domain but really pushes it.

2. ???? anything else to add

b. Bylaws – Discussed some proposed changes and questions.  Staff will review and bring back proposed revised By-Laws for future review.  
7:30 
New Business
a. Dues Billing for Associate Members – previously discussed 
b. Other – Federally the gang of 8 have come up with some immigration reform, an 800+ report has been submitted to John and looks promising at first glance.  Possibility of having a higher guest worker rate of pay to encourage farms to hire local employees over guest workers.   
7:35
OFB Advisory Committees (reports members who may have attended an OFBF advisory committee)
7:40 
Committee Reports

a. Tractor Safety – Troy Hadley – Troy is hearing that the teachers are already involved with other classes and/or don’t want to commit to giving up their vacation.  Wondering if there is still a need?  Brenda asked if we can somehow support the classes that are booked this year possibly with BBQ. 
b. Financial Review – Bob Dettwyler – nothing new at this time. 
c. Membership – Bob Dettwyler – some potential new members, discussed again that it would be beneficial to have the county specific brochure and make sure it includes the dues fees and structures.  
d. Staff will work on idea of a late summer potluck for members and as a recruitment tool – possible partner with Country Financial. 
7:55 
Dan Heibel, OFBF Regional Coordinator
Membership benefits have been improved including some new opportunities with General Motors and Verizon.  Full list of benefits available on OFB website.   
Items of interest from other counties 

Linn County – reimbursement form used for expenses to ensure that would expenses is approved and can be reimbursed to Board of Directors help back up 

Douglas County – application for 4H or FFA for some funding – not an application but more of a grant 

8:00 
OFBF District 15 Director’s report – Bruce Chapin – not present 
8:05 
YF&R Report – Brenda Kirsch – not able to attend the most recent but will report on it next month.  John Deere tour is still in the planning stages but looks like it might take place in Feb. Brenda shared about visit to 6th grade class in Newberg.  Brenda is participating in Ag in the Classroom this year, Who Grew My Soup is the book/theme this year. Discussed banners for Tractor Pull and that we will be sponsoring this again. 
Discussed Healthy Community Committee that Mike McLaran had asked her to participate in, she will be attending the first meeting soon and will communicate with the Board on issues that they feel are important.  

8:10 
Women’s Advisory Council – Connie Young – Reminder about Ag Fest – coming up end of this month.  Surgery on April 29. 
8:15     May Agenda Items – John Zielinski
a. Marion County Updated Transportation Plan
b. Washington DC Trip

c. Healthy Community Committee 

d. Check signers 
8:50
Announcements


Ag Fest – April 27 & 28

President Zielinski shared about tax situation that has come to light in an effort to get taxes filed this year.  The correct tax forms have not been submitted to the IRS for the association for several years.  Kuenzi and Associates will be assisting MCFB with correcting this.  
Court Street Consulting staff stepped out to allow MCFB Board to discuss options for continued work relationship.  MCFB management contract had been directly with McLaran Enterprises and would need to be discussed with the passing of Mike McLaran.  

Motion by Scott Miller to continue business relations with Court Street Consulting under the terms that were in place with McLaran Enterprises for remainder of original contract, 2nd by Bob Dettwyler, motioned pass.  
8:55 
Adjourn
NEXT MEETING:  Wednesday, May 15, 2013

 1284 Court Street NE, Salem, OR
Membership Report   2013 Goal:  613 members    Renewed: 420 (68.5%)   Needed: 193 

17 new MCFB voting members added this year and 84 unpaid voting members as of April 4.   
